
 

Welcome 

 
Prelude/Candle-lighting        “Gott, durch deine Güte Gottes Sohn is kommen”            Evelyn Rohrbach 

(by J.S. Bach) 

Ringing of the Bell      
 
Call to Worship            
Flute:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                  Joyanne Kohler 
   

Leader: Isaiah dreamed, during the “quiet before,” of a time when people would be free of 
all oppression and the earth would burst with abundant life. 

All:  We watch and wait with joy for this dream to come true.    
Leader: Mary proclaimed, from the “quiet before,” a world where the hungry would be 

fed, the poor lifted up, and God would right all wrongs.  
All:  We watch and wait with joy for this promise to be fulfilled.   
Leader: We join our ancestors, ancient and recent, who watched and waited and lived out 

the promise of reconciliation, of peace, of repair, of God’s shalom. 
All: We watch and wait and live, mostly in the quiet before, trusting as our ancestors 

did and passing that trust on to the future—the trust that God has and will 
become present in our lives and that the world will be made anew. 

Leader: May our worship this morning shape our hearts with confidence and joy. 
  
Opening Prayer/Lighting the Advent Candle           Doris and Emily Win 
Reader One:  “Waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; the burning 

sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 
jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes.” 

Reader Two:  The prophet Isaiah invites us to imagine being set free, being unburdened, being 
released to live. He pictures a joyful time when all creation will be healed and full 
of abundant life. 

Reader One:  The young Mary proclaims God greatness as she imagines a transformed world 
where “God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.” 

All:  We light the candle of joyous hope, as a declaration that we can see— ahead of 
us, beside us, among us and within us—the promises of God arriving in our 
midst. We are moving with joy towards God’s promised shalom. (The third candle 
on the Advent wreath is lit.) 

 



Flute:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel       Joyanne Kohler 
  
*Opening Hymn   “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?”         Hymnal #11 
 
Readings                                 Bill Burkett    

Isaiah 35:5-7 

Luke 1:46b-55 
from “Taking A Long View of Time” by Krista Tippett 
       
Anthem      “Emmanuel is Coming!”           Senior Choir 
           (Price and Besig)               
 
Sermon                     Critical Yeast              Rev. Kathleen Remund 
 
Transitional Hymn       “Comfort, Comfort You My People” (vs. 3)          Hymnal #3
          
Prayers of the People 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father/Mother/Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.                
 
Offering/Offertory              “In the Bleak Midwinter”                           Evelyn Rohrbach 

(L. Larson) 
*Doxology (in unison) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all people here below; 
 Praise God above you heavenly host; 
 Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
We offer these gifts with joy, O God. We trust that your work is being done in and through us— 
despite our weaknesses, despite our uncertainty, despite the days when all we know is the 
“quiet before.” May Isaiah’s dream be fulfilled as Emmanuel comes among us, today and in the 
days to come. Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”            Hymnal #8 

 
*Benediction          
Leader:  As you go forth today, may you be filled with confidence and the joy of knowing 

that God is With Us. Whatever is happening on the global stage, the promises 
made to our ancestors continue to be fulfilled, and the day will come when human 
beings will live in harmony with one another, with God, and with this living, 
breathing earth. 

All:  Amen. 
 
 
 



*Sung Benediction                    
  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near 
  Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart  
 

 
 
Postlude                                        “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                   Evelyn Rohrbach 

    (arr. By G. Winston Cassler) 
 

The flowers today are in celebration of Pamela Wesolek’s birthday on December 14th from her 

parents, Deb and John Wesolek. 

 
      
The Opening Prayer and Lighting of the Advent Candle was adapted from “Advent Candle-Lighting Liturgy 2022” by Derek Weber, 
posted on the Discipleship Ministries website, www.umcdiscipleship.org.  
 
Licenses purchased to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained: ONELICENSE #A-715543.  All rights 
reserved.  CCLI Copyright License B 20989858 

 

  December Calendar 

12/13:   6:30 Church Council Meeting (FH) 

12/:14   4-5pm Kids’ Club-sponsored Intergenerational Christmas Event 

12/15     6:30pm clean for the holiday 

12/18:   3pm Rob McDougall’s Retirement Celebration (Sanctuary and FH) 

12/20     4-5pm Kids’ Club 

   5:30 Chancel Choir (note time change) 

    6:30 Bell Choir 

12/24:   5:30pm Christmas Eve Service 

               7:00pm Evelyn Rohrbach Christmas Concert  

12/25:   10am Christmas Morning Breakfast and Service (FH) 

 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


 
 

 


