
Welcome 

 
Prelude/Candle-lighting         “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”            Evelyn Rohrbach 
           (Arr. by W. Held) 

 
Ringing of the Bell      
 
*Call to Worship            
Leader: The voice of God gathers us on this first Sunday after Christmas; 
All: The warmth of Emmanuel brings us together as one people. 
Leader: So we come, with joy and sorrow in our hearts, 
All: With acts mighty and faltering, 
Leader: With kindness and with selfishness, 
All: With doubt and with faith. 
Leader: May we bring the fullness of our lives to God. 
All: May we worship well, this day.  
 
*Opening Prayer  
Emmanuel, your presence is among us. Your life-altering power is at work in its usual quiet, 
hidden ways. The Herods in this world still wreak terrible harm. Innocent people are still killed. 
War still holds many by the throat. Rachel still cries out for her children. But in the midst of it 
all, you come among us with the gifts of life and love, people take risks for their freedom, 
liberating moments open, tiny kindnesses add up. We are here, Emmanuel, to walk in your 
Way and participate in your small, persistent, determined revolution of love. Amen. 
  
*Opening Hymn   “Born in the Night, Mary’s Child”         Hymnal #30 
 
Readings               

Jeremiah 31:15 
Matthew 2:13-23 
from “Putting Herod Back in Christmas” by Joy Carroll Wallis 
       
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Special Music      “We Three Kings”                               Evelyn Rohrbach 
                                                                  (arr. by K. Costley)                     
 
Sermon                                                         Rev. Kathleen Remund 
 
Transitional Music             “Breath of Heaven”               Evelyn Rohrbach 
             (arr. by L. Larson) 
          
Prayers of the People 
 
Offering/Offertory            “Still, Still, Still”                Evelyn Rohrbach 
             (arr. by L. Larson) 
 
*Doxology (in unison) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all people here below; 
 Praise God above you heavenly host; 
 Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation 

This is the feast of Emmanuel – a place where heaven and earth coincide, and eternity once more 

condenses into time as God is seen and known in the simple and the small, in story and song, and 

in bread and cup. So come – whether you are drawn by joy or driven by need, whether you walk 

with confident step, or stumble on faltering feet, whether you understand the meaning, or can 

only wonder at the mystery – come and gaze on the face of God. For all are welcome along Jesus’ 

path and at his Table.  

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: God be with you.   

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to God. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Communion Hymn    “Santo, Santo, Santo”                             (music on next page)      

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer      (paraphrase from the Pendle Hill community) 

Heavenly Father, Heavenly Mother, holy and blessed is your true name. We pray for your reign 

of peace to come. We pray that your good will be done. Let heaven and earth become one. 

Give us this day the bread we need; give it to those who have none. Let forgiveness flow like a 

river between us, from each one to each one to each one. Lead us to a holy innocence, beyond 

the evil of our days. Come swiftly, Mother, Father, come. For yours is the power and the mercy 

and the glory. Forever your name is all One. Amen. 

 

Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 

Leader:  

The story of the Christmas Child is the story of Jesus – dwelling among us in the glory of flesh and 

the constraints of time; sitting with the elders to learn and to teach; feasting at tables with the 

respectable and the outcasts; accepting a kiss and carrying a cross; confined in a tomb but rising 

with the dawn. It is the story of Emmanuel – God, now and always, with us and for us. 

 
Please join me in the words of institution over the bread: 
All:   
When he was among friends, gathered around a table, Jesus took bread and having blessed it, 
he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is 
given for you.”  
The deacons will pass the bread through the congregation. As you take a piece of bread, hold it 
until everyone has been served. We will eat the bread together, recognizing that God calls us to 
life in community. 
 
 

 



 

Distribution Hymn:                          “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

Let us break bread together on our knees [sing 2x] 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Let us praise God together on our knees: (on our knees) [sing 2x] 

When I fall on my knees, With my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me 

 
 
Please join me in the words of institution over the cup: 
 
All: 
In the same way Jesus took wine and having given thanks for it, he poured it out and gave the 
cup to his disciples, saying, “This cup is the new relationship with God, made possible because 
of my life and my death. Take this—all of you—to remember me.” 
 
The deacons will pass the wine and juice through the congregation. The juice is dark red; the wine 
is white. When you have helped yourself, you may drink right away in recognition of God’s 
relationship with each of us as individuals. 
  
Distribution Hymn:                        “Let There Be Peace on Earth”  
 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me; 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God our Creator, children all are we. 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 
 

Prayer of Gratitude (in unison) 

Lord Jesus, our Emmanuel, you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into 
yours. Take us, renew and remake us. What we have been is past; what we shall be, through 
you, still awaits us. Lead us on. Take us with you. Make us participants in your Reign of peace. 
Amen. 
        

Closing Hymn            “Amen”                   Hymnal #299 

  

 

 

 

 



Closing Blessing            

Leader:   Christ’s food in our souls, 

All:     Our food shared like his. 

Leader:   Christ’s life in our hands, 

All:     Our lives shaped by his. 

Leader:   Christ’s love in our hearts, 

All:     Our love warmed through his. 

Leader:   Christ’s peace on our path, 

All:     Our path following his. 

All: Amen. 
 

Sung Benediction 

God, be with you till we meet again;  

  By their counsels guide, uphold you; 

  With their sheep securely fold you; 

  God, be with you till we meet again. 

 

Postlude                   “The Holy Child shall be my Consolation”                    Evelyn Rohrbach 

                                                  and “This day full of gladness”  

          (by M. Dupre)               
  

 
 
 
The Call to Worship was adapted from one written by Beth Merrill Neel and posted on her website , Hold Fast to What is Good, 
https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/call-to-worship/  
 
The Communion Liturgy was adapted from The Feast of the Christ Child by Pat Bennett, and A Wee Worship Book, Chicago: GIA 

Publications, 1999.  
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